
LANGUAGE ARTS 
I. Learning to Read Independently 

• use context clues to decode 
• acquire new vocabulary 
• summarize reading 

II. Reading Critically in All Content Areas 
• determine essential versus nonessential information 
• analyze topic, main idea, supporting details using informational material 

 III. Reading, Analyzing, and Interpreting Literature 
• differentiate between fact and opinion 
• make inferences 
• draw conclusions 

 IV. Types of Writing 
• write narrative, expository, persuasive, and informational pieces 
• organize a writing assignment using the writing process 
• practice writing prompts modeled after PSSA test prompts 

V. Quality of Writing 
• use Pennsylvania state standards to evaluate student writing based on focus, 

content, organization, style, and conventions 
• utilize dialogue, figurative language, and more complex sentence structure 
• use graphic organizers to organize writing 

VI. Speaking and Listening 
• research and present speech on a particular topic 
• ask relevant questions and respond appropriately to class discussions 
• retell story in own words 

 VII. Characteristics and Functions of the English Language 
• identify word roots as vocabulary development 
• explore the difference between connotation and denotation 
• identify differences in formal and informal speech (e.g., dialect, slang, jargon) 

VIII. Research 
• select and refine a topic for research 
• locate information using appropriate sources and strategies 
• utilize current technology in presentation of topic 

 
MATHEMATICS 

I. Numbers and Number Relationships 
• use expanded notation to represent whole numbers or decimals 
• rename a number quantity (49%=.49) 
• differentiate between prime and composite numbers 

II. Computation and Estimation 
• demonstrate ability to round whole numbers and decimals (to thousandths) 
• determine through estimation if an answer is reasonable 
• calculate double and triple digit multiplication and division with double digit 

divisors 
III. Measurement and Estimation 

• measure using standard and metric units 
IV. Mathematical Reasoning and Connections 

• distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information in a mathematical 
problem 

• use logic to solve math word problems 
V. Mathematical Problem Solving and Communication 

• develop a plan to analyze a problem, identify the information needed to solve 
the problem, carry out the plan, check whether an answer makes sense 

• use appropriate mathematical terms, vocabulary, language symbols, and graphs 
to clearly explain the solution to a problem 

VI. Statistics and Data Analysis 
• organize and display data using pictures, tallies, tables, charts, bar graphs and 

circle graphs 
• conduct a survey, create a graph to organize information, describe data sets 

using mean, median, mode, and range 
VII. Probability and Predictions 

• predict the chance of a given outcome occurring 
• use a tree diagram to organize all combinations  

VIII. Algebra and Functions 
• locate and identify points on a coordinate graph system 
• use combinations of symbols and numbers to create expressions that model 

mathematical situations 
IX. Geometry 

• Classify angles  
• Identify two and three dimensional shapes 
• Calculate area and perimeter of 2-dimensional shapes 

X. Trigonometry 
• Distinguish between acute, obtuse, and right angles 
• Identify and compare parts of right triangles: hypotenuse, legs 

XI. Concepts of Calculus 
• Compare numbers using greater than, less than, or equal to 
• Identify least and greatest values represented in bar and circle graphs 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
(emphasis on decision making and analytical thinking rather than factual recall) 

I. Establishing the 13 colonies 
II. Events leading to the Revolutionary War 
III. Constitution 
IV. Real Life Law 

 
SCIENCE  
(hands-on approach to learning, giving emphasis to the process scientists use including 
inferring, communication, predicting, measuring, observing, classifying, and 
experimenting) 

I. Color and Light 
II. Energy/ Work/ Machines 
III. Embryology 
IV. Microscopes 

  
 



HEALTH 
I. Personal Growth 
II. Safety 
III. Nutrition 
IV. Drugs and Alcohol 

 

ART  
The Intermediate Art curriculum is aligned with the Pennsylvania Standards for Art 
Education.  At grades 3, 4 and 5, we reinforce learning the “Elements of Art” (line, 
shape, color, etc.) that are introduced at the primary level.  Intermediate students are 
also introduced to the “Principles of Art,” or the design applications for the 
“Elements of Art.”  There is a 3-year cycle of thematic units, changing from Multi-
Cultural, Western Art History, and Art in Everyday Life.  Student work is displayed 
in hallways throughout the year with a school-wide year-end art show. 

 

MUSIC 
Intermediate music offers a sequential and varied approach to teaching musical 
elements and skills, creative ways to link music instruction to other curriculum areas, 
and many opportunities for independent performance. Students will acquire a solid 
foundation of music knowledge and skills through singing, listening and playing on 
various classroom instruments. 

 

COMPUTER 
Fifth grade students will continue to practice and build on computer skills learned in 
previous years.  Students will use the Internet, word processing, desktop publishing, 
spreadsheet, and presentation software programs to create projects that compliment 
the classroom curriculum. 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
I. Developing greater body control 
II. Developing alertness 
III. Developing sportsmanship 
IV. Acquiring skills and knowledge to form a firm foundation for sport/health 

related topics 
V. Participating in various rhythmic activities 
VI. Maintaining a pleasant attitude toward play activities 
VII. Developing a sense of leadership through sports and games 
VIII. Strengthen cooperative learning strategies 
IX. Refining of gross motor and fine motor skills 

 

LIBRARY 
Fifth grade students review the use of the OPAC card catalogue system, practice 
using encyclopedias and the Power Library, learn about the validity of web sites, and 
use research skills to play Calendar Clue.  The annual Muhl Medal book nomination 
culminates the year’s activities. 

 

SOCIAL GROWTH AND WORK HABITS will help children, within the limits of 
age and maturity, to accept the responsibility for learning and to work well within a 
group. 

See the building principal or teachers with questions about the curriculum. 
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